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REV Drive Backups

Using BackupAssist with the lomega REV Drives — An excellent solution for small businesses

Introduction

Combining BackupAssist with the lomega REV drive delivers an
excellent solution for backing up the Windows servers of small
businesses.

Combining the 35 Gig native capacity of the REV drive together
with the backup functionality of BackupAssist allows you to backup
your Windows Server, Exchange Server and SQL Server at a
fraction of the cost of traditional tape backup hardware and
software.

BackupAssist supports backing up to the REV drive on Windows
2000, Windows XP and Windows 2003 Server.

This white paper explains how to setup the REV drive for use with
BackupAssist.

Setting up your REV Drive

The first step is to setup your REV drive so that it looks just like a
local hard drive.

To do this, you need to install the lomega REV System Software.
(Do not install the lomega Automatic Backup Pro software as it
may interfere with BackupAssist).

Place the CD that came with your REV drive into your CD drive, and
the following window will appear.

lomega Installer 2.0 E‘
EY™ Drive

X Welcome
iomega’

Options lomega® REY™ Drive

[ Automatic Instal |

[ Custom Instal ]

Fregistration

[ User's Manual ]

Thark you for purchasing the lomega REY Drive. Use your drive with the
software on this CD for & complete backup, archiving, and disester recovery
solution that ks portakle, cost-stfective, and reliskie.

[ Bonus Seftware Instal ]

Select "ALtomatic Install” to easily install all of the lomega software included
with this drive
Select "Custom Install to determine whet softwears you want to install

Select the Custom Install option.

In the next window, make sure that lomega Automatic Backup Pro
and Norton Ghost are unchecked (as shown below). Then click the
Install button.
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lomega Installer 2.0

X Custom Install
iomega’

Applications Product Details
lomega REY System Software (required) 30 MB
[l1omeqgs Automatic Backup Pra 50 MB
[CI8iorton Ghost Bock Disk Creatari 10 MB
Total disk space required: 30 MB
Space availsble on disk: 12215 MB

Install pathy | CAVProgram Fies\lomegs | [ erowse

[ <pack [ mstal ] [ cancel |

Once complete, your REV drive will appear just like a normal
hard drive.
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You can confirm this by running Windows Explorer, and the REV
drive will be listed and assigned a drive letter (J: drive in this
example).

Setting up BackupAssist

The setup for BackupAssist will vary depending on which version
of Windows you are running.

Windows XP and 2003 Server: you can backup directly to your
REV drive, or you can choose to backup to a local hard drive,
and then copy that backup file to your REV drive.

Windows 2000: you must backup to your local hard drive and
then copy the backup file to your REV drive, as the REV system
software does not support directly writing to the disk.

This is explained in further detail on the next page.
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Setting up BackupAssist (continued)

£ BackupAssist Administration Console =1alx|
File System Settings ‘iew Help
A) Backlng up dlrectly to the REV drive 7| dumpto; @ BackupbesistMavigater  )Backup Reports S Event Viewer BackupAssist
%l Viewjobs: | <e System Backup REV Windows* Backup Made Easy!
You can choose to backup your data directly to your REV drive. L} Backup Job - System Backup REV =101 x]
Under the Options tab in BackupAssist, choose to Backup to File, e
R . X Backupte: (" Tape: (% File:
and then enter in the drive letter to your REV drive, as shown E :
A Py Backup filename: ¢~ Use tape label - e, January ki, Qustter bkE, T hursday bKE, eto
below:  Use date of backup - eq. 2004-03-16.bkf
2 € Use speciic filename
Fut backup fles in this drectos  [HAREVTemp [d]
= - . Options : 2
| & BackupAssist AdministrationConsale =lol x| [¥ Delete all backup files [ bkf in this directory before performing the backup
File System Settings ¥iew Help o 2 ¥ Backup system state [recommended] ¥ ety hackup [recommended]
vl dumpter & BackupbssistWavigstor € Backup Reports S Event Viewer CKUEASSiS'(W Schedule ¥ Compress backup fle using... [72 (best compression] x| Level [Nomal =] @)
View jobs: [ Suster Backup REY Windows" Backup Mado Eaey! e o ol t0 another ocation (=3 :
\C e el A D [
{¥Backup Job - System Backup REY ={a) x| Files &.Dirs

— Dpen file backup

~ Backup optior:

2 Backupte: (" Tape: = File:
| =2 Ex

Backup filename: (" Lss tape label - eg. January bkf, Quarter bkf, Thursday bkf, etc
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In oider to perform backups of open files, Backupéssist will need to copy these files to a working directary,

D L and backup the files from there. Please ensure sufficient available space on this directon
ot @ Lse date of backup - eg. 2004-03-16 bkf ¢ i i
2  Use specific flename Open files warking directory: [ C:\Program Files\Backupassist\OpenFiles
o S SQL S
= Pult backup fles in this dectary:  [1:, L % r_jw
ions 2 =
2 ¥ Dislete all backup files [ bkf] in this dractory before performing the hackup e feba o non
¥ Backup system state [recommended) IV Yerify backup (recommended) Notifications [¥ Simpity backup log repoting (recommended)
Sl I Compress backun fie wing.. 72 (best compresson] =] Level [Nomad =] @) Simpllying the rpot Iogs reducss th sizs of the lags sent out, and provides sn easy to read summary. This is
‘ recommended for most users
~ [~ Coppfileto anoiher ocation (e | o
e remote storage, offite server, DVEI] e
Files & Dirs 1
p ~ Open file backup
= ¥ Re-attempt backup of open filss Tools
Exchange In ordes to perform backups of open files, Backupéssist wil need to copy these files to a working directory,

and backup the files fiom thers. Please ensure sufficient awailable space on this drectary

Open files working directony: [C:\Program Files\B ackupAssist\OpenFiles

SR Setup BackupAssist as shown above.

=) - Repart logging option

[ Simplify backup log reporting (recommended)

S Al e e e S s e In the example, H:\REVTemp is a temporary directory with
& reeemmended o et s plenty of free space. Also in the example, we compress the
Advanced

backup file before copying it over to the REV drive.
(Compression is an optional step — you can obviously fit more
data onto the REV drive when it is compressed, but compression
can take a long time for very large backup files.)

Then choose to copy over the backup onto your REV drive — in

This tells Windows Backup to save the backup directly to your REV ) .
P P y oy the example we copy the backup file to J:\, which is our REV

drive.
v drive.
Advantages Advantages
No temporary space is required to do the back
porary space Is requi up Works with Windows 2000, XP and 2003 Server
. Backing up to a local hard drive and copying it to the
Disadvantages o "F - . -
This rgethod will not work on Windows 2000 REV drive is faster than going directly to the REV drive.
Our testing has also shown that this method is slower than You can compress backups to get more space.
backing up directly to a local ATA-100 hard drive. .
Disadvantages:
B) Backing up to a local hard drive. then copving the backu A lot of free space is required on your hard drive for the
file to your REV drive. temporary backup.
This method involves backing up your data to a temporary General Notes

directory, and then copying the backup file to your REV drive.
In our experience, we have found that the combination of
BackupAssist and the lomega REV drive is a very cost effective
and reliable way of creating a backup solution for small
businesses.

The native capacity of the REV drive is 35 gig, which is almost
twice the native capacity of both the Travan TR-7 drive and the
DDS-4 DAT drive. However, the REV drive is cheaper than both,
and is up to 8 times faster for data transfer.

In addition, the REV drive does not require cleaning, and the
disks are said to have a long life — much longer than tapes.

We have been impressed by the REV technology, and use the
REV drive in our own offices for backing up our file server.
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